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"Today, ASEAN is not only a well-functioning, indispensable reality in the region.  It is 
a real force to be reckoned with far beyond the region.  It is also a trusted partner of 

United Nations in the field of development 
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EEssttaabblliisshhmmeenntt    
  
The Association of Southeast Asian Nations or ASEAN was established on 8 August 
1967 in Bangkok by the five original Member Countries, namely: 

♣ Indonesia,  
♣ Malaysia,  
♣ Philippines,  
♣ Singapore,  
♣ Thailand.  

 
♣ Brunei Darussalam joined on 8 January 1984,  
♣ Vietnam on 28 July 1995,  
♣ Lao PDR and Myanmar on 23 July 1997, and Cambodia on 30 April 1999.  

  
TThhee  AASSEEAANN  rreeggiioonn  hhaass  aa  ppooppuullaattiioonn  ooff  aabboouutt  550000  mmiilllliioonn,,  aa  ttoottaall  aarreeaa  ooff  44..55  mmiilllliioonn  ssqquuaarree  

kkiilloommeetteerrss,,  aa  ccoommbbiinneedd  ggrroossss  ddoommeessttiicc  pprroodduucctt  ooff  aallmmoosstt  UUSS$$  770000  bbiilllliioonn,,  aanndd  aa  ttoottaall  ttrraaddee  ooff  

aabboouutt  UUSS$$  885500  bbiilllliioonn..  

  
OObbjjeeccttiivveess  
  

♣ The ASEAN Declaration states that the aims and purposes of the Association 
are:  

• To accelerate economic growth, social progress and cultural 
development in the region.  

• To promote regional peace and stability through abiding respect for 
justice and   

♣ The rule of law in the relationship among countries in the region and 
adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter. 

  
TThhee  AASSEEAANN  VViissiioonn  22002200,,  aaddoopptteedd  bbyy  tthhee  AASSEEAANN  LLeeaaddeerrss  oonn  tthhee  3300tthh  AAnnnniivveerrssaarryy  ooff  

AASSEEAANN,,  aaggrreeeedd  oonn  aa  sshhaarreedd  vviissiioonn  ooff  AASSEEAANN  aass  aa  ccoonncceerrtt  ooff  SSoouutthheeaasstt  AAssiiaann  nnaattiioonnss,,  

oouuttwwaarrdd  llooookkiinngg,,  lliivviinngg  iinn  ppeeaaccee,,  ssttaabbiilliittyy  aanndd  pprroossppeerriittyy,,  bboonnddeedd  ttooggeetthheerr  iinn  

ppaarrttnneerrsshhiipp  iinn  ddyynnaammiicc  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  aanndd  iinn  aa  ccoommmmuunniittyy  ooff  ccaarriinngg  ssoocciieettiieess..  

  
♣ In 2003, the ASEAN Leaders resolved that an ASEAN Community shall be 

established comprising three pillars, namely: 
• ASEAN Security Community, 
• ASEAN Economic Community  
• ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community. 

  
FFuunnddaammeennttaall  PPrriinncciipplleess    
  

♣ ASEAN Member Countries have adopted the following fundamental principles 
in their relations with one another, as contained in the Treaty of Amity and 
Cooperation in Southeast Asia (TAC):  

• Mutual respect for the independence,  
• Sovereignty,  
• Equality,  
• Territorial integrity,  
• National identity of all nations; 
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♣ The right of every State to lead its national existence free from external 

interference, subversion or coercion; 
♣ Non-interference in the internal affairs of one another; 
♣ Settlement of differences or disputes by peaceful manner; 
♣ Renunciation of the threat or use of force; and 
♣ Effective cooperation among themselves. 

 

AAsseeaann  SSeeccuurriittyy  CCoommmmuunniittyy    
  

♣ Through political dialogue and confidence building, no tension has escalated 
into armed confrontation among ASEAN Member Countries since its 
establishment more than three decades ago.  

  
TToo  bbuuiilldd  oonn  wwhhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ccoonnssttrruucctteedd  oovveerr  tthhee  yyeeaarrss  iinn  tthhee  ffiieelldd  ooff  ppoolliittiiccaall  aanndd  

sseeccuurriittyy  ccooooppeerraattiioonn,,  tthhee  AASSEEAANN  LLeeaaddeerrss  hhaavvee  aaggrreeeedd  ttoo  eessttaabblliisshh  tthhee  AASSEEAANN  SSeeccuurriittyy  

CCoommmmuunniittyy  ((AASSCC))..    TThhee  AASSCC  sshhaallll  aaiimm  ttoo  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  ccoouunnttrriieess  iinn  tthhee  rreeggiioonn  lliivvee  aatt  

ppeeaaccee  wwiitthh  oonnee  aannootthheerr  aanndd  wwiitthh  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  iinn  aa  jjuusstt,,  ddeemmooccrraattiicc  aanndd  hhaarrmmoonniioouuss  

eennvviirroonnmmeenntt..      

  
♣ The members of the Community pledge to rely exclusively on peaceful 

processes in the settlement of intra-regional differences and regard their 
security as fundamentally linked to one another and bound by geographic 
location, common vision and objectives.   

 

♣♣  IItt  hhaass  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  ccoommppoonneennttss::  

    
• Political development;  
• Shaping and sharing of norms;  
• Conflict prevention;  
• Conflict resolution;  
• Post-conflict peace building;  
• Implementing mechanisms.  

 
♣ It will be built on the strong foundation of ASEAN processes, principles, 

agreements, and structures, which evolved over the years and are contained 
in the following major political agreements: 

 
• ASEAN Declaration, Bangkok, 8 August 1967; 
• Zone of Peace, Freedom and Neutrality Declaration,KualaLumpur,27 

November 1971; 
• Declaration of ASEAN Concord, Bali, 24 February 1976; 
• Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, Bali, 24 February 1976; 
• ASEAN Declaration on the South China Sea, Manila, 22 July 1992; 
• Treaty on the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone,Bangkok,15 

December 1997; 
• ASEAN Vision 2020, Kuala Lumpur, 15 December 1997; and 
• Declaration of ASEAN Concord II, Bali, 7 October 2003. 
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♣ In recognition of security interdependence in the Asia-Pacific region, ASEAN 

established the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) in 1994. 
♣ The ARF’s agenda aims to evolve in three broad stages, namely the promotion 

of confidence building, development of preventive diplomacy and elaboration 
of approaches to conflicts.  

  
TThhee  pprreesseenntt  ppaarrttiicciippaannttss  iinn  tthhee  AARRFF  iinncclluuddee::    

  
1. Australia,  
2. Brunei Darussalam,  
3. Cambodia, Canada,  
4. China,  
5. European Union,  
6. India,  
7. Indonesia,  
8. Japan,  
9. Democratic Republic of Korea,  
10. Republic of Korea (ROK),  
11. Lao PDR,  
12. Malaysia,  
13. Mongolia,  
14. Myanmar,  
15. New Zealand,  
16. Pakistan,  
17. Papua New Guinea,  
18. The Philippines,  
19. The Russian Federation,  
20. Singapore,  
21. Thailand,  
22. The United States,  
23. Viet Nam. 

  
TThhee  AARRFF  ddiissccuusssseess  mmaajjoorr  rreeggiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy  iissssuueess  iinn  tthhee  rreeggiioonn,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  

rreellaattiioonnsshhiipp  aammoonnggsstt  tthhee  mmaajjoorr  ppoowweerrss,,  nnoonn--pprroolliiffeerraattiioonn,,  ccoouunntteerr--tteerrrroorriissmm,,  

ttrraannssnnaattiioonnaall  ccrriimmee,,  SSoouutthh  CChhiinnaa  SSeeaa  aanndd  tthhee  KKoorreeaann  PPeenniinnssuullaa,,  aammoonngg  ootthheerrss..    

  
 
AAsseeaann  EEccoonnoommiicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy  
  

♣ The ASEAN Economic Community shall be the end-goal of economic 
integration measures as outlined in the ASEAN Vision 2020. 

♣ Its goal is to create a stable, prosperous and highly competitive ASEAN 
economic region in which there is a free flow of goods, services, investment 
and a freer flow of capital, equitable economic development and reduced 
poverty and socio-economic disparities in year 2020. 

  
♣ The ASEAN Economic Community shall establish ASEAN as a single market and 

production base, turning the diversity that characterises the region into 
opportunities for business complementation and making the ASEAN a more 
dynamic and stronger segment of the global supply chain. ASEAN’s strategy  
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shall consist of the integration of ASEAN and enhancing ASEAN’s economic 
competitiveness.  

  
♣♣  IInn  mmoovviinngg  ttoowwaarrddss  tthhee  AASSEEAANN  EEccoonnoommiicc  CCoommmmuunniittyy,,  AASSEEAANN  hhaass  

aaggrreeeedd  oonn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::  

 
• institute new mechanisms and measures to strengthen the implementation of 

its existing economic initiatives including the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA), 
ASEAN Framework Agreement on Services (AFAS) and ASEAN Investment Area 
(AIA). 

 
• Accelerate regional integration in the following priority sectors by 2010: air 

travel, agro-based products, automotives, e-commerce, electronics, fisheries, 
healthcare, rubber-based products, textiles and apparels, tourism, and wood-
based products. 

• Facilitate movement of business persons, skilled labour and talents;  
 

• Strengthen the institutional mechanisms of ASEAN, including the 
improvement of the existing ASEAN Dispute Settlement Mechanism to ensure 
expeditious and legally-binding resolution of any economic disputes.  
 

 
♣ Launched in 1992, the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA) is now in place.  
♣ It aims to promote the region’s competitive advantage as a single production 

unit.   
♣ The elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers among Member Countries is 

expected to promote greater economic efficiency, productivity, and 
competitiveness.   

  
AAss  ooff  11  JJaannuuaarryy  22000055,,  ttaarriiffffss  oonn  aallmmoosstt  9999  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthhee  pprroodduuccttss  iinn  tthhee  IInncclluussiioonn  

LLiisstt  ooff  tthhee  AASSEEAANN--66  ((BBrruunneeii  DDaarruussssaallaamm,,  IInnddoonneessiiaa,,  MMaallaayyssiiaa,,  tthhee  PPhhiilliippppiinneess,,  

SSiinnggaappoorree,,  aanndd  TThhaaiillaanndd))  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  rreedduucceedd  ttoo  nnoo  mmoorree  tthhaann  55  ppeerrcceenntt..    

  MMoorree  tthhaann  6600  ppeerrcceenntt  ooff  tthheessee  pprroodduuccttss  hhaavvee  zzeerroo  ttaarriiffffss..      

TThhee  aavveerraaggee  ttaarriiffff  ffoorr  AASSEEAANN--66  hhaass  bbeeeenn  bbrroouugghhtt  ddoowwnn  ffrroomm  mmoorree  tthhaann  1122  ppeerrcceenntt  

wwhheenn  AAFFTTAA  ssttaarrtteedd  ttoo  22  ppeerrcceenntt  ttooddaayy..      
 

♣ For the newer Member Countries, namely, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and 
Viet Nam (CLMV), tariffs on about 81 percent of their Inclusion List have been 
brought down to within the 0-5 percent range. 
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OOtthheerr  mmaajjoorr  iinntteeggrraattiioonn--rreellaatteedd  eeccoonnoommiicc  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  AASSEEAANN  iinncclluuddee  tthhee      

    FFoolllloowwiinngg::  

 
♣ Roadmap for Financial and Monetary Integration of ASEAN in four areas, 

namely, capital market development, capital account liberalisation, 
liberalization of financial services and currency cooperation; 
 
 

♣ Trans-ASEAN transportation network consisting of major inter-state highway 
and railway networks, including the Singapore to Kunming Rail-Link, principal 
ports, and sea lanes for maritime traffic, inland waterway transport, and 
major civil aviation links; 

 
♣ Roadmap for Integration of Air Travel Sector; 
♣ Interoperability and interconnectivity of national telecommunications 

equipment and services, including the ASEAN Telecommunications Regulators 
Council Sectoral Mutual Recognition Arrangement (ATRC-MRA) on Conformity 
Assessment for Telecommunications Equipment; 
 

♣ Trans-ASEAN energy networks, which consist of the ASEAN Power Grid and 
the Trans-ASEAN Gas Pipeline Projects; 
 

♣ Initiative for ASEAN Integration (IAI) focusing on infrastructure, human 
resource development, information and communications technology, and 
regional economic integration primarily in the CLMV countries; 
 

♣ Visit ASEAN Campaign and the private sector-led ASEAN Hip-Hop Pass to 
promote intra-ASEAN tourism; and 
  

♣ Agreement on the ASEAN Food Security Reserve. 
 

AAsseeaann  SSoocciioo--ccuullttuurraall  CCoommmmuunniittyy    
  

♣ The ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community, in consonance with the goal set by 
ASEAN Vision 2020, envisages a Southeast Asia bonded together in 
partnership as a community of caring societies and founded on a common 
regional identity. 

  
♣ The Community shall foster cooperation in social development aimed at 

raising the standard of living of disadvantaged groups and the rural 
population, and shall seek the active involvement of all sectors of society, in 
particular women, youth, and local communities. 

  
♣ ASEAN shall ensure that its work force shall be prepared for, and benefit from, 

economic integration by investing more resources for basic and higher 
education, training, science and technology development, job creation, and 
social protection.  
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♣ ASEAN shall further intensify cooperation in the area of public health, 

including in the prevention and control of infectious and communicable 
diseases. 

  
♣ The development and enhancement of human resources is a key strategy for 

employment generation, alleviating poverty and socio-economic disparities, 
and ensuring economic growth with equity.  

  
AAmmoonngg  tthhee  oonn--ggooiinngg  aaccttiivviittiieess  ooff  AASSEEAANN  iinn  tthhiiss  aarreeaa  iinncclluuddee  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::  

  
• ASEAN Work Programme for Social Welfare, Family, and Population;  
• ASEAN Work Programme on HIV/AIDS;  
• ASEAN Work Programme on Community-Based Care for the Elderly;  
• ASEAN Occupational Safety and Health Network;  
• ASEAN Work Programme on Preparing ASEAN Youth for Sustainable 

Employment and Other Challenges of Globalisation;  
• ASEAN University Network (AUN) promoting collaboration among seventeen 

member universities ASEAN;  
• ASEAN Students Exchange Programme, Youth Cultural Forum, and the ASEAN 

Young Speakers Forum;  
• The Annual ASEAN Culture Week, ASEAN Youth Camp and ASEAN Quiz;  
• ASEAN Media Exchange Programme; and  
• Framework for Environmentally Sustainable Cities (ESC) and ASEAN 

Agreement on Transboundary Haze Pollution. 
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AASSEEAANN  EExxtteerrnnaall  RReellaattiioonnss  
  

� The ASEAN Vision 2020 affirmed an outward-looking ASEAN playing a pivotal 
role in the international community and advancing ASEAN’s common interests.  

  
� Building on the Joint Statement on East Asia Cooperation of 1999, cooperation 

between the Southeast and Northeast Asian countries has accelerated with 
the holding of an annual summit among the leaders of ASEAN, China, Japan, 
and the Republic of Korea (ROK) within the ASEAN Plus Three process.   

  
AASSEEAANN  PPlluuss  TThhrreeee  rreellaattiioonnss  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  eexxppaanndd  aanndd  ddeeeeppeenn  iinn  tthhee  aarreeaass  ooff::  
 

• Security dialogue  
• Cooperation, 
• Transnational crime,  
• Trade and investment,  
• Environment,  
• Finance and monetary,  
• Agriculture and forestry,  
• Energy, 
• Tourism,  
• Health, 
• Labour,  
• Culture and the arts,  
• Science and technology, 
• Information and communication technology, 
• Social welfare and development, 
• Youth, and rural development and  
• Poverty eradication.  

 
There are now thirteen ministerial-level meetings under the ASEAN Plus Three 
process.  

  
� Bilateral trading arrangements have been or are being forged between ASEAN 

Member Countries and China, Japan, and the ROK. These arrangements will 
serve as the building blocks of an East Asian Free Trade Area as a long term 
goal. 

  
� ASEAN continues to develop cooperative relations with its Dialogue Partners, 

namely, Australia, Canada, China, the European Union, India, Japan, the ROK, 
New Zealand, the Russian Federation, the United States of America, and the 
United Nations Development Programme.  

�  ASEAN also promotes cooperation with Pakistan in some areas of mutual 
interest. 
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��  CCoonnssiisstteenntt  wwiitthh  iittss  rreessoollvvee  ttoo  eennhhaannccee  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  ddeevveellooppiinngg  

rreeggiioonnss,,  AASSEEAANN  mmaaiinnttaaiinnss  ccoonnttaacctt  wwiitthh  ootthheerr  iinntteerr--ggoovveerrnnmmeennttaall  

oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss,,  nnaammeellyy::  
 

• The Economic Cooperation Organization,  
• The Gulf Cooperation Council,  
• The Rio Group,  
• The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation,  
• The South Pacific Forum,  
• Through the recently established Asian-African Sub-Regional Organisation 

Conference. 

 
� Most ASEAN Member Countries also participate actively in the activities of: 

• The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC),  
• The Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM), and  
• The East Asia-Latin America Forum (EALAF).  

  
 
SSTTRRUUCCTTUURREESS  AANNDD  MMEECCHHAANNIISSMMSS    
  

� The highest decision-making organ of ASEAN is the Meeting of the ASEAN 
Heads of State and Government.  The ASEAN Summit is convened every year.  
The ASEAN Ministerial Meeting (Foreign Ministers) is held annually.    

   
MMiinniisstteerriiaall  mmeeeettiinnggss  oonn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  sseeccttoorrss  aarree  aallssoo  hheelldd  rreegguullaarrllyy::    

  
1) Agriculture and forestry,  
2) Economics (trade),  
3) Energy, environment,  
4) Finance,  
5) Health,  
6) Information,  
7) Investment,  
8) Labour,  
9) Law,  
10) Regional haze, 
11) Rural development and  
12) Poverty alleviation,  
13) Science and technology,  
14) Social welfare,  
15) Telecommunications,  
16) Transnational crime,  
17) Transportation,  
18) Tourism,  
19) Youth.   

 
Supporting these ministerial bodies are committees of senior officials, technical 
working groups and task forces.  
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� TToo  ssuuppppoorrtt  tthhee  ccoonndduucctt  ooff  AASSEEAANN’’ss  eexxtteerrnnaall  rreellaattiioonnss,,  AASSEEAANN  hhaass  eessttaabblliisshheedd  

ccoommmmiitttteeeess  ccoommppoosseedd  ooff  hheeaaddss  ooff  ddiipplloommaattiicc  mmiissssiioonnss  iinn  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  

ccaappiittaallss::   
• BBeeiijjiinngg,,   
• BBeerrlliinn,,   
• BBrruusssseellss,,   
• CCaannbbeerrrraa,,   
• GGeenneevvaa,,   
• IIssllaammaabbaadd,,   
• LLoonnddoonn,,   
• MMoossccooww,,   
• NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,   
• NNeeww  YYoorrkk,,   
• OOttttaawwaa,,   
• PPaarriiss,,   
• RRiiyyaaddhh,,   
• SSeeoouull,,   
• TTookkyyoo,,   
• WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  DD..CC..   
• WWeelllliinnggttoonn..  

   
� The Secretary-General of ASEAN is appointed on merit and accorded 

ministerial status.  
� The Secretary-General of ASEAN, who has a five-year term, is mandated to 

initiate, advice, coordinate, and implement ASEAN activities.   
� The members of the professional staff of the ASEAN Secretariat are appointed 

on the principle of open recruitment and region-wide competition. 

  
AASSEEAANN  hhaass  sseevveerraall  ssppeecciiaalliizzeedd  bbooddiieess  aanndd  aarrrraannggeemmeennttss  pprroommoottiinngg  iinntteerr--

ggoovveerrnnmmeennttaall  ccooooppeerraattiioonn  iinn  vvaarriioouuss  ffiieellddss  iinncclluuddiinngg  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg::    

  
• ASEAN Agricultural Development Planning Centre, 
• ASEAN-EC Management Centre, ASEAN Centre for Energy,  
• ASEAN Earthquake Information Centre,  
• ASEAN Foundation,  
• ASEAN Poultry Research and Training Centre,  
• ASEAN Regional Centre for Biodiversity Conservation,  
• ASEAN Rural Youth Development Centre,  
• ASEAN Specialized Meteorological Centre,  
• ASEAN Timber Technology Centre,  
• ASEAN Tourism Information Centre,  
• The ASEAN University Network. 
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� IInn  aaddddiittiioonn,,  

 
♣ ASEAN promotes dialogue and consultations with professional and business 

organizations with related aims and purposes, such as: 
 

• The ASEAN-Chambers of Commerce and Industry,  
• ASEAN Business Forum, 
• ASEAN Tourism Association,  
• ASEAN Council on Petroleum,  
• ASEAN Ports Association,  
• Federation of ASEAN Ship-owners,  
• ASEAN Confederation of Employers,  
• ASEAN Fisheries Federation,  
• ASEAN Vegetable Oils Club,  
• ASEAN Intellectual Property Association, and  
• The ASEAN-Institutes for Strategic and International Studies.   

 
♣ Furthermore, there are 58 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), which 

have formal affiliations with ASEAN.  
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Country 

 

Export 

 

Import 

 

Total Trade 

 

Brunei Darussalam 

7,619.4 1,488.9 9,108.3 

 

Cambodia 

3,514.4 2,923.0 6,437.4 

 

Indonesia 

100,798.6 61,065.5 161,864.1 

 

Lao PDR 

402.7 587.5 990.2 

 

Malaysia 

157,226.9 128,316.1 285,543.0 

 

Myanmar 

3,514.8 2,115.5 5,630.3 

 

The Philippines 

47,410.1 51,773.7 99,183.8 

 

Singapore 

271,607.9 238,482.0 510,089.9 

 

Thailand 

121,579.5 127,108.8 248,688.3 

 

Viet Nam 

37,033.7 40,236.8 77,270.5 

 

ASIAN 

750,708.0 654,097.8 1,404,805.8 

Sources:     ASEAN Finance and Macro-economic Surveillance Unit Database and 
ASEAN Statistical Yearbook 2006 (compiled/computed from data submission and/or 
national statistical offices, central banks, and other relevant government agencies) 
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